Patriarch Alexy I, the Unifier
Reflections on the Day of the Death of Patriarch Alexy Il

As the Orthodox world mourns the death of a truly extraordinary man, we must also
rejoice and give thanks to the Lord for sending us a “pastor according to His heart,”
who guided us and “fed us with knowledge and understanding.” (Jeremiah 3:15) The
Lord is merciful on us sinners and sent two righteous hierarchs to guide the Russian
Church through these two crucial decades. Our Church already suffered a great loss
this year with the death of His Eminence, Metropolitan Laurus, the First Hierarch of the
Russian Church Abroad, who together with His Holiness, Patriarch Alexy, united the
two halves of the Russian Orthodox Church on May 17t, 2007.

His Holiness ascended to the Patriarchal See just in time for the collapse of
communism, and the Lord gave him a heavy cross to bear — to reestablish the faith of
the Russian people in Christ and to restore the entire Russian Church. The 18 year reign
of Patriarch Alexy has been one of the greatest revivals of Christianity throughout the
last 2000 years. His Holiness was a steadfast pillar of faith and a champion of unity
within the Russian Church. In the troubled post-communist era for all Russians, both in
the homeland and abroad, His Holiness was able to rebuild the church through faith,
love, patience, longsuffering, and understanding. In a time when the forces of
modernism and liberalism are waging war against Christ’s Holy Church, Patriarch
Alexy led the Russian Church along the true path, never wavering or giving in to the
attacks of his opponents.

In his recent patriarchal visit to Europe in October 2007, His Holiness boldly took the
stage at a meeting of the European Union and defended Christian morality in the face of
modernism and liberalism, saying:



Without a spiritual, “vertical” dimension of human life, neither
money and entertainment nor technologies will bring people
happiness. Without adherence to everlasting moral principles,
neither law nor liberties are able to protect a personality and to uplift
it to ideals of good. That is why | am convinced that it’s the
traditional moral which can serve as a durable base for peaceful
coexistence of peoples of various cultures and origins.

We are bombarded with anti-Christian propaganda every day and it pains all of us to
see that even some of our brothers in Christ are giving into the temptations of
dangerous modernism and immorality. Patriarch Alexy was a breath of fresh air in a
morally polluted world, and his dedication to the Truth was a source of strength for all
the faithful of the Russian Church.

In a time when schisms are tearing apart the garment of Christ, many of our Sister
Churches are suffering because they lack unity in Christ. Patriarch Alexy was a force for
unity and love within the Russian Church. In his last years on earth, according to those
who were close to him, His Holiness suffered many illnesses and the pain was visible in
his eyes, especially while he served. Despite his illness, Patriarch Alexy continued to
work tirelessly for unification with the Russian Church Abroad. While many opponents
of the unification openly mocked the patriarch and first hierarch, they never responded
with anger or hate, but always exhibited kindness and love to those who were entrusted
to them. The patriarch, along with Metropolitan Laurus, successfully united the Russian
Church to the glory and honor of Christ in a triumph of Orthodox unity and brotherly
love.

Besides unification with the Church Abroad, His Holiness constantly worked to
preserve unity with our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church. The Lord granted Patriarch Alexy enough time on this earth to travel to Kiev
for the 1020 Anniversary of the Baptism of Russia, to show his love and solidarity with
the Ukrainian people. He was a defender of Truth, and even in the last weeks of his life,
he traveled to Constantinople to defend the unity of the Russian Church from those
who wish to tear it apart, especially in the Ukraine. The Lord sent His Holiness enough
strength to continue serving even until his last day on earth, which was the great feast
of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple. Having served a farewell moleben at



the relics of our beloved St. Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow, His Holiness quietly ended
his earthly journey.

Often times it is difficult for us to understand or accept the will of God, especially
during a time of death. Just as we bid farewell to Metropolitan Laurus, let us also bid
farewell to this great man, His Holiness, Patriarch Alexy. These hierarchs have fulfilled
their duties and carried their heavy crosses to the heavenly kingdom. Therefore, it is the
will of God that they be taken from this life to the eternal life. As we mourn the death of
our Great Lord and Father, His Holiness, Patriarch Alexy, there is only one prayer that
comes to mind — a prayer that no doubt the angels sang as they carried our beloved
patriarch to heaven: “Lord, now let Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy
word, for my eyes have seen Thy salvation, a Light to lighten the Gentiles, the Glory of
Thy people Israel.” May the Lord God grant rest to the soul of the newly departed
Patriarch Alexy so that he may rejoice together with Metropolitan Laurus and all the
saints, glorifying God the Father now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen!

Reader Peter Lukianov
Red Bank, New Jersey
December 5t 2008



