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THE PASCHAL EPISTLE
of the Rt. Rev. Jerome,
Bishop of Manhattan.

CHRIST IS RISEN!

“ If anyone is devout and loves God, let him take part in this fair and radiant festival” (Easter sermon of 
St. John Chrysostom).

     For an Orthodox Christian, it is natural to want to share the joy of Pascha with others. We 
exchange the greeting, “Christ is Risen!”, and embrace one another, while still in church. 
Visiting one another at Easter is, as it were, part of the celebration. And our joy is that much 
greater, at seeing the church filled to capacity with worshippers.

      “The church is decorated, not so much with flowers”, in the words of an ancient Paschal 
prayer, “as with people”. 

     This bears witness to the fact that, even in the early centuries, churches were more attended 
on this feast than at other times.

     In other words: those who have piety and love of God in their hearts, delight in this splendid 
and radiant feast. That is why it is so joyful to see the church filled to overflowing, and the sight 
of so many pious and God-loving people such a consolation, even if many of them, out of 
human weakness, do not attend church often. What matters is that now they are with us, now the 
Christian community is assembled. And we may hope, and entreat the Lord, that it might be 
thus also on the Last, Great Day, the Day of Judgment; and that with ineffable joy we may 
“embrace one another”, standing at the right hand of the Immaculate Lamb, when Paschal joy 
shall have no end. 

     It is significant, too, that all around us is darkness, and the world sleeps, while there is light 
and joy in our churches. This draws not only Orthodox faithful, but others too, whose hearts 
feel an attraction to it. Thus we embrace not only our relations and fellow faithful, but all those 
whom the Lord inclines toward knowledge of the truth. 

     On this bright and good Paschal feast, let us exchange the Paschal embrace and triple kiss, in 
a foretaste of that endless, eternal Pasch, to which the Lord calls all the devout, and those who 
love Him!

+Bishop Jerome of Manhattan
Pascha of the Lord, 2009


