THE CHRISTMAS EPISTLE

of the Rt. Rev. Bishop Jerome of Manhattan

“When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judeea, in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men
came from the East...”

On the feast of Christ’'s Nativity, it has become usual among Christians to exchange presents, in
memory of the gifts of gold, myrrh, and incense that the Magi offered the Divine Child in Bethlehem.

The gift of gold represents the kingdom of the Messiah, incense symbolizes our adoration of the
Son of God, while the fragrant myrrh evokes the anointing of the Crucified Christ by the
Myrrhbearers.

We, for our part, can bring the Lord God “gold,” if we offer His Church our resources, our time,
and our abilities, furthering the cause of holy Orthodoxy, striving in every way to support the church
building and the clergy, and to defend the Orthodox faith according as we are able.

We offer “incense” in our prayers, and when we attend church and take part in the grace-filled
Sacraments, when we pray regularly at home, and read spiritually edifying literature.

“Sweet smelling myrrh” means that we truly sorrow for the abuse and crucifixion of the Son of
God, as well as for all the works of the enemy of our salvation, and especially for our own sins,

seeking to correct our life according to the Lord’s commandments.

And so, it remains for us to offer all our life up to God: and the Lord God, having blessed and
sanctified it, will give it back to us, as a bright and joyous Christmas present!

With love in the Lord,

Jerome,
Bishop of Manhattan
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